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Abstract

This paper illuminates the profound and unique role played by Sindhi intellectuals from the late
19th century to the present day in the construction of a universal spirituality. Both Muslims and
Hindus, particularly the latter, embraced the concepts of the Theosophical Society and forged
a universal discourse of spirituality. This discourse, deeply rooted in the Sufi corpus, notably
the Shah jo Risalo by Shah Abdul Latif (1689-1752), written in the Sindhi language, was
significantly enriched by the Sindhi contribution. The Hindu Sufis, who migrated to India
during the partition, re-established devotional sites, this time with a distinct influence from
Sachal Sarmast (1739-1827)’s kalam, a tradition that held a special place for women. The paper
will delve into the methodology implemented by the Sindhi intelligentsia, for example, the
publication of Sindhi Sufi poetry, as well as the performances they organize, such as the Darazi
satsangs, named after Daraza, the place in Sindh where Sachal Sarmast’s dargah.
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